Pre-Oil Arrival Beach Cleanup Guidelines and Check List

Volunteers are mobilizing to prepare for the arrival of oil on Florida’s shores. Clearing man-made debris
from beaches before the oil arrives lessens the amount of contaminated material. Listed below are
general guidelines for planning beach cleanups.
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Pre-planning Activities

Consult with local beach manager (Federal, State or local public agency; private property owners
or other local management authority) Confirm need for cleanup and include them in all planning
activities.
Develop plan including:

v Specific locations, date and duration of cleanup
Determine special needs for safety
Determine protection of beach resources including nesting shorebirds
Determine needed supplies (garbage bags, water, gloves, etc.)
Develop an outreach strategy to recruit volunteers (media, fliers, Facebook, etc.)
Develop volunteer management strategy using team leaders
Establish procedure for debris handling (pile or bag debris in one centralized location verses
multiple locations) and disposal of post-cleanup debris including any hazardous materials
(paint cans, batteries, etc)
Develop Volunteer Orientation information to include:

» Use approved access points.

= Stay below the tidal line.

= Natural debris should be left in place as it often provides valuable nesting

benefits to shorebirds and other wildlife.

= Do not place debris in the dunes or above the high water line.

= Do not use equipment such as rakes, shovels or tractors.

= Do not bring dogs onto the beach

Contact Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission for direction on appropriate measures to protect
wildlife while preparing for potential oil landfall - Jessica Ireland, (850) 921-1047,
Jessica.lreland@MyFWC.com Note: It is shorebird and seabird nesting season. Beach clean-up
efforts, although well-intentioned, can pose a serious threat to nesting shorebirds and seabirds if
extreme caution is not exercised; it is of utmost importance to follow the best management
practices. See http://www.myfwc.com/QilSpill/QilSpill_Shorebirds BestPractices.htm

Provide Volunteer Florida, info@volunteerflorida.org, with notification of cleanup for posting on
www.volunteerflorida.org
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Day of the Cleanup
Arrive at site early and review plan with key leaders and local beach management authority.
Setup registration location for volunteers sign-in
Conduct safety and wildlife protection briefing
Provide volunteers with specific project assignments.
Conduct cleanup activities

After the Cleanup

Properly dispose of collected debris.

Compile documentation of activity and email to info@volunteerflorida.org. Form is located at
www.volunteerfloridadisaster.org/deepwater/docs/voluntary _agency_report.doc

Conduct a post-cleanup review with key partners and participants for success and areas for
improvement.
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